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HEILBRONN UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES
HOCHSCHULE HEILBRONN (HHN)

• founded in 1961

• amongst the major institutions in the state of 

Baden-Württemberg

• located in one of Germany‘s high-tech regions

• Business, Informatics and Engineering faculties

• 8.300 students at 4 campuses

• 31 Bachelor‘s Programs

• 23 Master‘s Programs

• 208 Professors

• 511 Employees 
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REASONS TO INVEST IN DOUBLE DEGREE PROGRAMS

Source: ¹ Befragung von Personalverantwortlichen zur Thematik: Internationale Doppelabschlüsse „Doppeldiplome“. Survey of IW Consult for DAAD. Köln, 29. Juni 2003.

"For 60 percent of the companies surveyed, the 

acquisition of a double degree leads to better or 

even significantly better chances of employment.“ ¹ 

- Survey of HR managers on the topic of international 

double degrees
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WHAT WE DO: OPTIONAL DOUBLE DEGREE PROGRAMS

Y-Model: optional double degree study variant within a „regular“ program

• existing study programs are matched with exisiting study programs abroad

• a recognition scheme is set up between the study programs and a set of courses for the 

time abroad is defined

• the optional programs are often designed for small cohorts (2 – 5 students per year)

• Within a bachelor‘s program at least two semesters must be spend abroad, within a 

masters program at least one semester is required, final thesis is ordinarily co-

supervised
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GROWTH IN OPTIONAL DOUBLE DEGREE PROGRAMS AT 
HEILBRONN UNIVERSITY
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DISTRIBUTION OF DOUBLE DEGREE PROGRAMS 
BETWEEN DISCIPLINES AND COUNTRIES
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SETTING UP AN OPTIONAL DOUBLE DEGREE PROGRAM
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Finding a match

• Established partnership

• Good personal contact

• Matching curricula / 

competences within the 

study programs

• Suitable conditions (country 

legislation, interest...)

1

Checking the prerequisites in 

depth

• Draft an initial recognition 

scheme (“mapping”)

• Does the course offer truly 

match ours?

• Do semester times work?

2

Involving partners for a deep 

dive

• Discuss the “mapping” of 

curricula and a study 

pathway for the students

• When are students where? 

What classes do they take? 

Which requirements do 

they have to fulfill (e.g. 

language, internship, ..)? 

• Discuss processes and 

other conditions

3
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Making adaptations to the 

programs

• Ordinarily no or only small 

adaptations of the 

cooperating programs are 

necessary (through a 

change in study 

regulations)

4

Setting up the Agreement

• Setting up an agreement 

with all relevant details (e.g. 

name and abbreviation of 

study programs, academic 

degree awarded, 

requirements to graduate, 

conversion of 

grades/credits, no. of 

places, study pathway and 

recognition scheme, tuition 

waiver rule, etc.)

5

Initial consultation and support for the establishment of an optional double degree program

Guidelines 
Sample contract and 

checklist 



Example: 

Optional Double Degree Program 

with Finland

Semester
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SETTING UP AN OPTIONAL DOUBLE DEGREE PROGRAM
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Considering all internal 

stakeholders

• Processes and 

requirements need to be 

communicated throughout 

the university (academic 

department, student 

secretariat and 

examinations office, 

International Office)

6

Marketing and starting the 

program

• Faculties promote and 

inform about double degree 

options and consult 

students in their study 

choices

• Applications for incomings 

and outgoings are handled 

by the International Office

• General Introduction Week 

by the International Office

• Technical introduction by 

the faculty

7

Evaluating and developing 

the program

• Staying in close contact to 

the partner

• Finding solutions to 

upcoming problems

• Automate processes

• Looking for scholarship 

opportunities

• Evaluating student numbers 

and student satisfaction

8
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INSIGHTS FROM A DOUBLE DEGREE COOPERATION: 
VIETNAMESE-GERMAN UNIVERSITY
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HEILBRONN UNIVERSITY

SOFTWARE 
ENGINEERING

MASTER OF SCIENCE

 Spend at least one semester in Heilbronn following a set curriculum

 Write your thesis co-supervised by Professors from HHN and VGU

 Enhance your level of German during your Master‘s program 

ANY QUESTIONS?

Contact: Prof. Dr.-Ing. Gerrit Meixner 

gerrit.meixner@hs-heilbronn.de

+49 7131 504 6731

 Enrolled at VGU Master‘s Program „Business Information Systems“

 Bachelor‘s degree with technical focus (e.g. IT) or 3 years work experience in related field

 English proof: IELTS 6.0 or equivalent

ATTAINING A DOUBLE DEGREE AT HEILBRONN UNIVERSITY

MINIMUM PREREQUISITE ANY QUESTIONS?

Contact: Contact: Dr. Dinh Hai Dung 

dung.dh@vgu.edu.vn

+84 (0) 650-2220990, Ext. 105 

VIETNAMESE-GERMAN 
UNIVERSITY

BUSINESS 
INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS

MASTER OF SCIENCE

DOUBLE DEGREE

|  10Heilbronn University | Internationalization Unit | Elli Pantze | 08.11.2023



|  11

BIGGEST CHALLENGES FROM A CENTRAL 
PERSPECTIVE

Flexibility 

ResourcesFunding for 
students

Country 
legislation

Visibility of 
programs

External factors 
(e.g. Covid-19)

Importance of 
relationships 
and personal 
commitment

Reduce complexity, increase 

networking, harmonize processes

Apply for external funding and prepare 

students to plan ahead financially

Introduce of a systematic approach to 

(optional) double degree programs 

and ensure support from university 

leadership

Encourage curriculum-based mobility windows

Join greater networks and 

improve marketing

Strengthen the network of participants 

and involve the central functions

Be aware of the possibility of failure

Allow enough time to set up a 

program
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barriers
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Elli Pantze

Project coordinator HHN INVEST-PRO³

Internationalization Unit

elli.pantze@hs-heilbronn.de

THANK YOU!
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